
MyValleyStar.com - 05/30/2020 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2020 Valley Morning Star, Edition 05/30/2020
May 30, 2020 10:56 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 95% from original to fit letter page

Saturday, May 30, 2020 | © 2020 valleystar.com $1.50 Sunday • 75¢ Daily

Saturday

HIGH 85
LOW  71

Scattered  
Showers

TODAY

HIGH 87
LOW  73

Chance of  
Showers

SUNDAY

WEATHER FORECAST  

   USPS 655-860        Copyright 2020

Today’s Page 1 
Designer

Eder S. Castillo

Vol. 108 
No. 193

INDEX
Amusements         

Crossword

Faith              

Obituaries             

Opinion

Sports

Stocks

Valley

Weather               

B4

B5

A6

A5

A4

B1

B3

A3

A10
Follow us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/valleymorningstar

my valleystar.comFor the latest news go to 

www.valleystar.com

1-800-CARCRASH
SUPPORTING LOCAL JOURNALISM

1 800 CARCRASH

Cop who knelt on 
man’s neck charged 
with murder.
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Pastors offer prayer 
breakfast to first 
responders.
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HARLINGEN

ROTARY HELPS

By RICK KELLEY
Staff Writer

HARLINGEN — As the fall-
out from COVID-19 contin-
ues, the needs of community 
nonprofits stressed by a lack 
of their usual funding sourc-
es is becoming acute.

To help counter it, the 
Harlingen Sunburst Rotary 
Club has identified a number 
of worthy local organizations 

for financial help to weather 
the viral storm.

“These are groups that 
maybe don’t get a lot of pub-
licity yet are trying to do 
good in the community,” 
Sunburst President John 
Hand said Wednesday. “We’re 
not talking about millions of 
dollars, we’re talking about 
relatively small contribu-
tions, a way of just trying to 
show support as best we 

can.”
Sunburst Rotary has 

stepped in to aid La Posada 
Providencia in San Benito, 
the Rio Grande State Center, 
Culture of Life Ministries, 
Walgreen’s Red Nose fund-
raiser for children and the 
Harlingen Neighborhood 
Food Pantry.

Sunburst Rotarians, using 
a special coronavirus grant 
from its district Rotary orga-

nization, is helping La 
Posada pay its utility bills. 
The other groups are being 
funded out of the Sunburst 
Rotary’s own accounts.

“Red Nose is dedicated to 
helping poor children, espe-
cially in the United States,” 
Hand said. “And this COVID 
hits really, really hard, as you 
know.”

U.S. cuts World Health Organization ties over virus response

Sunburst Club targets funds for local nonprofits in need

Challenge to 
Harlingen 
tax hike 
continues

By FERNANDO DEL VALLE
Staff Writer

HARLINGEN — Former City 
Commissioner Robert 
Leftwich has appealed a case 
challenging last year’s 4-cent 
property tax hike — seven 
months after a state district 
judge dismissed it.

Leftwich filed 
his request with 
the 13th Court of 
Appeals after 
state District 
Judge Janet Leal 
dismissed the 
case last October, 
ruling she didn’t 
have legal 
grounds to hand down a deci-
sion.

“I think the appeals court 
will do more due diligence to 
establish there is jurisdiction,” 
Leftwich said, arguing Leal’s 
court had legal grounds to 
decide the case.

City Attorney Ricardo 
Navarro declined comment.

In the case, attorney Ron 
Lozano, representing Leftwich, 
argues the tax hike is void 
because officials failed to 
properly follow the state tax 
code’s requirements.

In his response, Navarro 
denied the claim.

Last September, commis-
sioners voted to pass the city’s 
first tax hike in 14 years, push-
ing the tax rate from about 58 
cents to about 63 cents per 
$100 valuation to raise about 
$1.3 million a year.

Leftwich said his case 
would force the city to cut its 
tax rate by more than 12 per-
cent.

“If we’re successful, the tax-
payers will benefit from a 
12-percent reduction in the 
property tax rate based on the 
rollback rate,” Leftwich said.

OPEN MEETINGS ACT CLAIM
As part of his case, Leftwich 

claims Mayor Chris Boswell 
violated a new amendment to 
the Texas Open Meetings Act 
by denying residents a chance 
to speak out on the proposed 
tax hike before the plan went 
to commissioners for a vote.

Leftwich argues Leal failed 
to review a city video record-
ing which he says shows 

Take 2 for SpaceX’s 1st astronaut launch with more storms

The Associate Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Friday that 
the U.S. will be terminating its 
relationship with the World 
Health Organization, saying it 
had failed to adequately 
respond to the coronavirus 
because China has “total 

control” over the global 
organization.

He said Chinese officials 
“ignored” their reporting 
obligations to the WHO and 
pressured the WHO to mislead 
the world when the virus was 
first discovered.

He noted that the U.S. 
contributes about $450 million 

to the world body while China 
provides about $40 million.

The U.S. is the largest 
source of financial support to 
the WHO and its exit is 
expected to significantly 
weaken the organization. 
Trump said the U.S. would be 
“redirecting” the money to 
“other worldwide and 

deserving urgent global public 
health needs,” without 
providing specifics. 

“THIS IS A BREAKING 
NEWS UPDATE. AP’s earlier 
story follows below.”

The Trump administration 
may soon expel thousands of 

By MARCIA DUNN
The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA. 
— SpaceX pressed ahead 
with its second attempt to 
launch astronauts for 
NASA — a historic first for 
a private company — but 
more stormy weather 
threatened more delays.

Elon Musk’s company 
came within 17 minutes 
Wednesday of launching a 

pair of NASA astronauts 
for the first time in nearly 
a decade from the U.S., 
before the threat of 
lightning forced a delay. 

NASA Administrator 
Jim Bridenstine said 
managers were debating 
whether to bump the next 
launch attempt from 
Saturday to Sunday to 
take advantage of a 
slightly improved forecast 
at Kennedy Space Center. 

At an outdoor news 
conference Friday, 
Bridenstine stressed the 
need for safety for 
astronauts Doug Hurley 
and Bob Behnken — no 
matter how many times it 
takes to launch them in a 
SpaceX Dragon capsule 
atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket to the International 
Space Station. 
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The Harlingen Neighborhood Food Bank was one of the community nonprofits selected by the Sunburst Rotary Club to receive financial help during 

the COVID-19 economic fallout. Pictured from left to right are Wende Coffman, Robert Serna, Cindy England, Jeff Lyssy, Yvette Salinas, Juan Salinas, 

and Jim Coffman. 

See CLUB ★ A8

See TIES ★ A8

NASA astronaut Kjell 

Lindgren, right, 

answers a question 

during a countdown 

clock briefing for the 

SpaceX mission Friday 

at Kennedy Space 

Center in Cape 

Canaveral, Florida. 

DAVID J. PHILLIP/THE 
ASSOCIATED PRESSSee SPACEX ★ A5

Case claims officials failed 
to follow state code

Leftwich

See TAX ★ A5
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We Recognize that Small 
Businesses are the Fabric of 
our Communities. Therefore, 
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At Culture of Life 
Ministries, headed by Dr. 
Stephen Robinson, the 
nonprofit provides free 
medical care for the poor 
and Hand said it was par-
ticularly stressed in 
responding to additional 
needs created by COVID-
19.

“One of our members 
developed a real relation-
ship with the Culture of 
Life, and given the fact 
that the virus has proba-
bly sent him a lot more 
cases than he’s had 
before, we thought we’d 
try to help him a little bit 
if we could,” Hand said.

At the Rio Grande State 
Center, which treats psy-
chiatric disorders, Hand 
said Sunburst Rotary has 
been able to help in areas 
not covered by state 
funding, specifically help 
in setting up an isolation 

area for patients who may 
have been exposed to 

COVID-19.
“They can’t keep them 

in the units because of 
the proximity,” he said. 

“What we’re trying to do 
is provide them some 
amenities for that setup. 
We’re working on trying 
to set up some kind of a 
TV computer system 
there for people who 
might be isolated for sev-
eral days or a week or 
even two weeks.”

At the Harlingen 
Neighborhood Food 
Pantry run by Jim and 
Wendy Coffman, Hand 
said Rotarians learned in 
a virtual meeting with the 
Coffmans just how hard 
COVID-19 was hitting the 
Rio Grande Valley.

“A year ago we were 
able to purchase a cooler 
for them, and we haven’t 
been able to do much 
since,” Hand said. “They 
did a virtual meeting 
speaking about the food 
pantry and it’s obvious 
they can use anything 
they get, because the 
demand for them has 

doubled in the last three 
months.”

Sunburst Rotary Club 
itself hasn’t been spared 
by fallout from COVID-
19, either.

“Speaking of our own 
nonprofit, it’s going to 
take us a long time,” he 
said. “We have lost essen-
tially two major fundrais-
ers this year. We’re trying 
to spend our money judi-
ciously, what we have, 
and we’re not supporting 
as many groups as much 
as we have in the past.

“If you ask me how 
long it will take, your 
guess is as good as mine,” 
he continued. “My guess 
is that most of these plac-
es are going to take a cou-
ple years, including us, to 
get back to where we can 
put a budget together and 
expect that budget to 
work for us.”

rkelley@valleystar.com
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The Harlingen Neighborhood Food Bank was one of the community nonprofits selected by the 

Sunburst Rotary Club to receive financial help during the COVID-19 economic fallout. Pictured 

from left to right are Yvette Salinas, Juan Salinas Robert Serna, Cindy England, Wende 

Coffman, Jeff Lyssy, and Jim Coffman. 
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Chinese graduate students 
enrolled at U.S. universities and 
impose other sanctions against 
Chinese officials in the latest 
signs of tensions between 
Washington and Beijing that are 
raging over trade, the coronavirus 
pandemic, human rights and the 
status of Hong Kong.

President Donald Trump said 
he would make an 
announcement about China on 
Friday, and administration 
officials said he is considering a 
months-old proposal to revoke 
the visas of students affiliated 
with educational institutions in 
China linked to the People’s 
Liberation Army or Chinese 
intelligence.

Trump is also weighing 
targeted travel and financial 
sanctions against Chinese 
officials for actions in Hong 

Kong, according to the officials, 
who were not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly and 

spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

“We’ll be announcing what 

we’re doing tomorrow with 
respect to China and we are not 
happy with China,” Trump told 
reporters at an unrelated event 
Thursday, referring mainly to 
COVID-19. “We are not happy 
with what’s happened. All over 
the world people are suffering, 
186 countries. All over the world 
they’re suffering. We’re not 
happy.” 

Although the student 
expulsions aren’t directly related 
to Hong Kong and China’s move 
to assert full control over the 
former British territory, potential 
sanctions against officials 
involved in that effort would be a 
result of Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s determination that 
Hong Kong can no longer be 
considered autonomous from 
mainland China.

Pompeo notified Congress on 
Wednesday that Hong Kong is no 
longer deserving of the 

preferential trade and 
commercial status it has enjoyed 
from the U.S. since it reverted to 
Chinese rule in 1997. Under a 
joint Sino-British agreement on 
the handover, Hong Kong was to 
be governed differently than the 
mainland for 50 years under a 
“one country, two systems” 
policy.

Pompeo’s determination 
opened the door to possible 
sanctions and the loss of special 
perks Hong Kong has received 
from the United States. But 
neither Pompeo nor other 
officials were able Wednesday to 
describe what action the 
administration might take, an 
uncertainty related to the impact 
that such sanctions would have 
on U.S. companies that operate 
in Hong Kong and the city’s 
position as Asia’s major financial 
hub. Trump’s comments sparked 
a drop in U.S. financial markets.

TIES

ALEX BRANDON/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks in the Rose Garden of the White House, 

Friday, May 29, 2020, in Washington. 
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